Dear President Stearns,

I have come to you for help. I have been fighting a one-man battle against the Burlington County Prosecutors Office. I cannot even begin to describe the atrocities that I have been forced to endure, or how other friends and officers have been to as well. If I ever thought that I had behaved or conducted myself in such a manner that warranted the treatment that I have been subjected to I know that I could not impose this request upon you, my pride would not allow it. I promise you that I have not done anything wrong. The facts, not rumors will confirm this. 

I need your help, and hopefully that of my old Lodge. I ask not only for myself, but also for other officers that have or may find themselves the target of the Burlington County Prosecutors Office. I ask for help, but I offer help in return. I have learned so much about officer’s rights and the legal process that the information I can impart is invaluable to other members of the Lodge. And the Lodge has a vested interest because the negative and improper rulings that have been decided not only affect me, but every officer within this County! If the Prosecutors Office can so boldly and blatantly get away with what that have so far, no officer is safe! 

I am asking for the Lodges help, in any way possible. My problem throughout hasn’t been that I have done anything wrong, but that I have never had the backing of a powerful entity. Basically I have been cut off from the pack while the hyenas circle. My situation is a worse possible case scenario of what is possible when you know the right people as my adversaries do, or when you don’t, as in my position. My FOP Lodge ceased to exist years ago due to internal favoritism and direct intimidation. It became corrupt and the majority soon was those officers who placed their needs first and foremost. The Lodge member’s actions, or lack of actions, speak volumes. Perhaps I should have left then and rejoined Lodge #2 but I am stubborn and always hoped that I would be able to set things right. But with favorable promotions for the compliant officers and abuses against the supportive officers, this was an impossible dream. The corruption within my Department is mind-boggling. I can’t go to the State Lodge because previous complaints about my Lodge fell on deaf ears. 

I am asking that Lodge #2 validate my complaint/situation. It won’t be hard. Then support me as I try to bring about positive change and protection for all the other potential victims and myself.  I have always placed other officers needs at the forefront. I offer the letter I wrote to try to change and minimize the negative effects of the Domestic Violence policy (see 1996 letter to Chief Harper) as a prime example. Protection is needed for actual and potential victims from an out-of-control Prosecutors Office and a Domestic Violence Policy that creates victims out of decent police officers. The Prosecutors Office needs a legal enema and my case can provide it. There have been so many violations and transgressions that only a fool or someone who chooses to be ignorant can ignore what has happened. The Domestic Violence policy, both State and County need to be overturned or seriously revised. My case is so outrageous that it can be the basis for such changes. And there are more, although less atrocious perhaps, but not less harmful, cases that can be used as examples. 

Also, the State FOP needs to be discouraged from this practice of encouraging smaller departments to form their own Lodges and in fact should encourage the reunification of the smaller Lodges back into the County Lodge. The really sad part is that it was done from within. For what benefit, I don’t know. I would be willing to make my plight known so that this practice is discouraged. My case is a prime example of what can happen when we allow ourselves to be divided. The Administration, through favoritism and intimidation assumed control of my Lodge.  

I am asking for Lodge #2 to come save the day so to speak. I swear to you that I have not done anything wrong and that if you do choose to help, you will not find anything to disprove that claim. If you do, I would expect you to drop any and all support immediately. I am confident that this will not happen. In fact you will probably become shocked at what I have endured. And I can’t stress enough, if this can happen to an officer like me, with my work record and working knowledge of the law, than there is absolutely no protection for the average officer who finds himself the target of the Prosecutors Office. I think we the FOP members of the County and perhaps even the PBA members) need to rally and offer a strong front against the types of actions that have been allowed to occur.  What has happened to me needs to be condemned as strongly as possible. 


Also, a news reporter is doing a story on my plight. I think it would be beneficial for all if Lodge #2 rallied to my side and I could inform her of that. I also have favorable ties to Senator Allen that could be utilized. I think that if she knew the County FOP and its members supported me, that it would be politically expedient for her to render a more supportive position. Possibly to have the DV policy altered and the Prosecutors Office condemned? 


I didn’t ask for my situation to occur. But I also have never backed down either. But I know that I cannot do this alone and that with support positive changes for me and other police officers can happen. 


It is possible that I have come too late to you for assistance. My cases are soon to be heard and while I am confident the facts will vindicate me, I am overly concerned of behind the scene politics. But regardless, I would like to offer what I have learned to Lodge #2. My attorneys have all said that I should look into consulting with my sense of right vs. wrong and my research ability. I offer that my abilities to you and the Lodge. 

Some of the things I have learned:

· That a badge does not automatically mean someone is decent and honest. 

· That the Domestic Violence policy needs to be overturned or heavily revised.

· Those Law Enforcement officers need more protection and safeguards. 

· That the Burlington County Prosecutors Office is in serious need of monitoring and corrective action. They routinely intimidate and abuse officers. They have proven that they will take action for political reasons, and not because of any criminal justification. They consistently abuse and overstep the internal affairs guidelines.

· That the FOP needs to train and focus information into a central depository accessible for its members. 

· That the FOP needs to find or form a cadre of specialized and trained individuals (officers and lawyers) that can come to the aid of officers in need.  

· That the Burlington County Courts are also in need of constructive input. They have extreme difficulty in equalizing the male/female genders. They seem unable or unwilling to accept the fact that women can be as abusive as any man. Case in point: Ptl. J. Hess Burlington Township PD, murdered while he slept by his wife. 

· That Administrators of police departments need to be held accountable for their actions.

· That a policy or procedure needs to be implemented to offer police officers under Title 40 better defined rights so that officers don’t have to appeal bad rulings, causing additional hardships.

· That an entity should be created, akin to the Civil Service Board, to oversee Title 40 departments. This way, blatant violations of officer’s rights can be immediately addressed. 

· That because of abuses such as has occurred with me, there is a tremendous undermining of the efficiency of the law enforcement community. When an officer has to be more concerned with threats from inside his department than from without, the profession suffers drastically. This last item is more common than I ever knew. 

I will close now. I hope that you will be able to help me in some fashion, and that by helping me, you can help others. 

Thank you and sincerely yours,

Brother Dale Baranoski

