July 13, 2003

State Commission of Investigation
28 West State Street 10th Floor
PO Box 045
Trenton, NJ 08625

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to you to document a serious problem the State Commission of Investigation now has on its hands and will expect no less than an immediate and proper response.

Please advise me how Mr. Morley, the former Executive Director of the State Commission of Investigation, was able to reject my complaint concerning blatant corruption within the Burlington County Prosecutor’s Office, only to now discover via a news article that he had an compromising and blatant conflict of interest via ties to the very agency that the complaints were filed against? And to learn that he has acquired a Burlington County Judgeship? Was the price of this advancement to shutdown any investigation against his former employer? It is beyond coincidence that such an important act of malfeasance is ultimately rewarded with such a lucrative appointment. 

Is this a demonstration of the type of integrity that can be expected from the State Commission of Investigation? What a blatant demonstration of quid pro quo. 

I am including the recent news article as well as the original correspondence along with Mr. Morley’s reply. Please advise me what action this Agency plans on taking. 


I eagerly await your reply prior to taking this elsewhere,


Signed,

[image: image1.png]LesLIE Z. CELENTANO
Chair

M. KAREN THOMPSON
W. CarY EDWARDS
AUDRIANN KERNAN

Commissioners

COMMISSION OF INVESTIGATION
28 WEST STATE STREET
PO Box 045
TreNTON, NJ 08625-0045
TeL (609) 292-6767
Fax (609) 633-7366

June 18, 2001

Dale M. Baranoski

11F Marion Circle

Eastampton, New Jersey 08060

Dear Mr. Baranoski:

We have received your undated letter.

Unfortunately, due to limited resources,
Commission cannot undertake an investigation of your

complaint.

We regret that we are unable to assist you.
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TAMES . MORLEY
Executive Director
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Dale M. Baranoski

Fax/Reg.mail


W/enclosures: June 13, 2001 letter to SCI



           June 18 response from Mr. Morley

Morley sworn in as Superior Court judge

                        By Mike Mathis

                        Burlington County Times

MOUNT HOLLY - James J. Morley has returned to the place his legal career began.  In June 1975, Morley worked as a law clerk for the Burlington County Prosecutor's Office on the second floor of the old courthouse on High Street in the county  seat. On Friday, Morley's legal career reached a pinnacle when he became a state Superior Court judge in the same building. Dozens of Morley's friends, colleagues and family members gathered in the main courtroom of the old courthouse to witness the Moorestown resident become the 17th sitting judge on the Burlington County bench. 

"This is where I became a lawyer," Morley said. "I've always thought of this town and this courthouse as my professional home." 

Gov. James E. McGreevey nominated Morley to the court in February. His nomination was approved by the state Senate on Monday. 

Morley, 54, will serve in the family division of Superior Court. Before ascending to the bench, Morley served as executive director of the State Commission of Investigation, an independent office of state government that investigates organized crime and public corruption. Before joining the commission in 1982, Morley was an assistant attorney general in the state Division of 

Criminal Justice. He was an assistant prosecutor with the Burlington County Prosecutor's Office from 1976 to 1978.

With his wife and two daughters at his side, Morley was sworn in by state Supreme Court Associate Justice James R. Zazzali. Zazzali and Morley are longtime friends. Zazzali, like Morley, is a former chairman of the State Comission of Investigation. 

Zazzali and Morley's longtime friend Ronald A. Graziano said Morley's compassion, integrity and dedication to his job would serve him well as a judge who will hear matters such as divorces and child-custody disputes. "Those traits will serve him and us well," Graziano said. "He has reacted in a cool, temperate manner." 

                        Email: mmathis@phillyBurbs.com

                        June 22, 2003 8:02 AM

Dale M. Baranoski

11-F Marion Circle

Eastampton, NJ 08060

State Commission of Investigation
28 West State Street 10th Floor
PO Box 045
Trenton, NJ 08625

(609) 292-6767 

Fax: (609) 633 – 7366

Dear Commissioners:

Call it fate, luck or just happenstance but I came across your web site. I had thought I exhausted all forms and remedies in my search and attempt to expose and counter the corruption others and I have been victim of and discovered. And then I came across your site. 

I reviewed it thoroughly and after reading the below paragraph about who can ask for assistance, know that you are the right authority to help. The question is, will you?

And I quote: 

“So can average taxpayers. In fact, a substantial measure of the SCI's most recent work targeting local government corruption has had its genesis in complaints filed by taxpayers. Rebuffed in their search for investigative help elsewhere in government, they turned to the SCI as a last resort -- and got results.” 

I think that you will find that this request may just be the biggest challenge to the Commission’s integrity and commitment to its foundation. You will find evidence of corruption up to and even possibly beyond the State level. I hope that your claim to be free from political taint and influences will be confirmed as true. I have no doubt that your own personal and professional integrity, honor and sense of duty will be assaulted from all directions. This I believe will be the true test of this Commission and whether it can prevail against the corruption that will be arrayed against it. 

I will put it to you as plainly as I may. There have been repeated acts of civil conspiracy between local police agencies and the Burlington County Prosecutor’s Office whereupon innocent officers became targeted with manufactured investigations/complaints in order that the truly bad officers can be insulated. Repeatedly it has been shown that these “protected officers” have done exactly what it was alleged they have done, if not on more than one occasion. Malfeasance becomes overwhelmingly prevalent. When reported to various agencies, such as the NJ Attorney General’s Office, the FBI and the Department of Justice, nonfeasance takes the forefront. It is all in black and white. 

In short, I am requesting an investigation into prosecutorial and police misconduct that, according to the cases unearthed so far, date back to 1995. The misconduct continues in full force to present. Just in my County alone I have four (4) documented cases supporting and confirming this assertion. I look forward to presenting them to you for your inspection. 

It is my hope that your efforts might succeed where all other agencies have feared to tread. What is most disturbing in my complaints is not whether they are valid, for the facts and evidence say they are, but rather why the blatant refusal of any responsible and involved agency to make even the slightest attempt to take some sort of investigative action, especially considering the magnitude and its far-reaching impact. Time and time again I am told that if the facts as presented are indeed true, that there are serious implications. Yet, routinely and with no supporting reasons, I received short, terse letters advising that no action will be taken. All with no witnesses called, no records subpoenaed, and no one held accountable. As an example, please review the below quote from an e-mail from one State Investigator who was initially assigned to my complaint. 

“It was good to hear from you because I wanted to send you some info as well.  I had a meeting with DAG Mercede and touched on our topic of conversation.  You will be pleased to know that at the completion of our meeting, he agreed with my observations and stated that if I am correct and the information supplied by you is accurate, individuals will be held accountable.  He is going to Burlington armed with a subpoena to request that all records and or information be surrendered to him.”

Not one witness was contacted except for one suspect officer who refused to return phone calls to the investigator. This placed my witnesses in further fear and emboldened the suspects. The initial Investigator warned the DAG that this could not be swept under the rug and had to be addressed. Apparently the DAG was ordered otherwise. 

Concerning my complaints of witness tampering which later turned out to be confirmed, the investigator wrote:

“P.S.  As far as your witnesses concern's, DAG Mercede made mention of a "whistle blowers statue" that protects them.  I don't know if this adds any comfort to their concerns, however they need to know that NO ONE at the PD would know of your witnesses participation until it was too late and the ax fell on their heads.  I will suggest that all questioning  be structured in such a way as to not implicate them in the beginning of this investigation.”

No ax fell, nor was it ever raised. The witnesses suffered greatly and the ones from my police department, among other sufferings, have ALL been passed over for promotion, just as one of the suspect officers said he would do. 


I find it troubling that when I ask for copies of the investigation reports, I am flatly told NO even though they are covered under the Right to Know laws as public records. Why hide them? Do they even exist? Was there ever any intent to do a real investigation or was this just a delaying tactic. 

The facts cannot be refuted, denied or explained away. The facts are documented and confirmed. The acts are both criminal and civil in nature and are so horrendous and obvious that they almost defy reality. Except that there are victims, past and present who will gladly explain the suffering; humiliation, fear, degradation, loss of safety, alienation. 

Almost every one of the officers/victims I have identified, including myself, suffer to some extent from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. Yet there is also another commonality, we fight back as best we may. 

I will include a few documents that will help, at least initially, to lend validity to this request. Two are from two separate lawyers from two separate cases. What are the chances that they would both accuse and cite prosecutorial misconduct? I will also include two letters requesting assistance from the Attorney General’s Office. Both were ignored. Why? They are quite substantial. Neither would have been difficult to prove with a couple simple phone calls or even a mild inquiry. 

It is because of political affiliations. 

I will also include a courtroom transcript of a witness officer exposing the existence of an illegal order given to him by one adversarial to my predicament. Yet you know who got in trouble for it? Not the Prosecutor, and not the issuer of it. A patrol officer who exposed its existence. Now, if these actions can occur inside a “court of law” before a Judge and a County Prosecutor, what do you think was occurring outside! 

I know the players involved will soon be recognizable to most of those of you on the Commission. But I pray that their high positions and the high profile nature of this case will not sway you. I would ask instead that you use it to restore honesty and integrity to the law enforcement community so that good officers need not remain in fear as they do now.

I urge you to do that which your positions demand and initiate an investigation that will set right that which was made corrupt. I implore you to take a proactive approach and initiate an investigation. This level and depth of corruption must be addressed. Civilians as well as police have fallen prey to it. There is a clear repeated practice and pattern that is easily identified. Please arrange to meet with me as soon as you deem possible so that I can show you the facts of the several cases of malfeasance that has ruined lives and families. In my case alone, I have lost one family member for every year that I been a victim. The total to date is three and with my mother’s health continuing to deteriorate, may be a fourth.

I close with this excerpt from your site:
“There is, therefore, a continuing need for an independent body designed to reveal official misconduct and expose it to cleansing criminal, civil, administrative, disciplinary and electoral processes. In addition, there is an abiding need to deter official misconduct and to reassure the vast majority of public officials and employees who are honest and responsible that they have chosen the right path. The Commission’s role in enhancing the risks, actual and perceived, that officials will be held accountable for disloyalty to the public is unique. To significantly reduce corruption, more and more public officials — and private individuals with whom they deal — will have to understand that intrigues creating an environment in which breaches of the public trust can thrive will be publicly exposed. Commission actions also convince such people that, in assessing the risks of getting caught, they must consider more than the potential — sometimes deemed remote — that they may be successfully prosecuted for crimes. They must also weigh the risk of being publicly identified as scoundrels — as the  Commission can creditably do — and thereafter being subjected to closer scrutiny by other authorities and rejection by their constituents.”

I will eagerly await your intent on this matter and hope that you will respond expeditiously. You may contact me at any time. I will be at your disposal. 

Sincerely,

Dale M. Baranoski

June 13, 2001

Cc: Hand-delivered

Enclosed:

Lawyer letters (Alterman/Leiner)

AG request from Alterman

AG request from Officer Rufo

AG Farmer complaint

US DOJ Letter

Illegal Order transcript
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